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/Confession Will Implicate
Seven Prominent New

York/Men.

CASE LIKELY TO BE
VERY S NSATIÖNAL

As Result of Ail-Night Confer¬
ence,, 'Jerome Appeared in
Court and Asked That the

Prisoner be Released
on His Own Re¬

cognizance.

(jby Associated Prose.)
NEW YORK, Dec. ¡M.-tírbügtit to this

city last night from Texas, 'through the;
persistent efforts of'District-Attorney Jo·'·
rome, to face a chargO/of perjury/In
connection with the Morse-Dodge divorce
tangle, Chas. F. Dodge, former husband
óf the present wife oí Chas. Wv Morse,

:'·. reoelved his liberty to.day upon the recom
* mendatlou of, the district attorney, who
personally, appeared before Judge Coding,
in the court of general sessions, and askPd
that-Dodge be discharged on his own
recognizance. .' ,

Implicated Prominent Men.
This turn In the case follows ah all-

night conference at police hoadquartcia,
whero Dodgo was taken-Immediately up¬
on his/ arrival here, and during wh'eb.
It is said, he mado a confession that
will lead to the making of serious
charges in connection with the Morse-
Dodge case against .seven .men of prom¬
inence In this city. It is stated -that
Dodgo will go before tho grand Jury;
which, nt Mr, Jerome's request, was con¬
tinued In session through Christmas week,
and Mint'ho will ho the chief "witness of
tho State In the. prosecution of the. men
said to bo Implicated by hie confession.
Ex-Assistant District Attorney James

Wr.psborno, the new counsel'for Dodge,
who· was present througout lost ntght'C
conference/ hud previously advised' Dodge'
to tell nil hs knew. Mr. psborn says he
feels thiut Dodge will never see the In¬
side of a prison.
-, When Dodge was taken before Judge
Cowing, District-Attorney Jerome,- after
relating tho incidents connected with the
prisoner's arrest and extradition from
Texas, asked that the transfer, of tin·
prisoner, from the Federal, to the State
jail be made. When this was done, he
«aid:
VFor reasons of public nature/which

cannot how bo srtatcd In public because
they would bo detrimental to tho cause
of justice, .the defendant should bo dis¬
charged upon his own <rccpgnlzance upon
the Indictment; found on June 26th, "1901,
and I ask 'that he be dlecharged.*'_
Dodge was discharged, and went "to ?

hotel, accompanied by a dctectivo of Mr.
Joromo's staff,
After these developments, Mr. Osbóru

«aid:
"Mr. Dodge will remain at his rhotcl

In my, care until he I» wanted" as-a wltr
ness for tho county."
At tho request of Mr. Jerome, Dodge

and his counsel will appear at the crimi¬
nal building on Monday, It Is stated, care¬
fully, to review tho testimony to bo pre¬
sented to the grand Jury. Tho grand
jury will meet Wednesday, nnd Dodge
will appear either on tho opening day
or tho day following.

Sensational Case.
The arrival of «Dodge In New York

yesterday followed one of the longest und
most bitterly fouijht legal battles on rec¬

ord, nnd was the real beginning of what,
It Is believed, will develop In one of. tho
most sensational ca.ses tho metropolis
haa seen. When tho Hteamer arrived sev¬
eral attorneys wifcre on hand to represent
tho prisoner, but he was hurried to po¬
lice headquartcrji, where for many hours
he was subjected to what the police call
the third degree process. Representatives
of the Federal, county and city police
took part In.this long conference, two at¬
torneys claiming to ropresent th«* prls-
onor bplng denied admission even In
the face of most urgent protests. ,

It was tho attempt of lawyers claim¬
ing to represent Dodge that brought about
the most sensational Incident of the long
-night, Bartow S. Weeks and ?. II. Hum-1
mei, two of Now York's most- promi¬
nent criminal lawyers, appeared at po¬
lice headquarters soon after Dodgo ar¬

rived there In custody of tho t»ffleers,
and demanded to sea tho prisoner, on the
ground that thoy had been retained to de¬
fend him. Thoy met with no success. Mr.
Weeks said tho proceeding was "worthy
Of Russia." Tho attorneys dooliircd that
they bollovcd counsel was being with¬
held from Dodge against his will In hope
that a statement might bo drawn from
him before he was arraigned In court.
At tho conclusion of tho conference at

pollco.headquarters, District-Attorney Jo-
romo flald that Mr, Weeks and Mr. Hum¬
mel had boon denied admission, because
Dodge had retained Ex-Assistant District
Attornoy James W. Oaborne as pis attor¬
ney. He said that Mr, Osbornb had been
at police headquarters since tho arrival
.of Dodgo, and had heard everything that
had taken place.

INVESTIGATE TRUST
OPERATION: IN WEST

MILWAUKEE, WIS., Deo. 21..The
Dally News to-day pays: Government In-
vostjagtlons regarding tho operations of
the so-called tobaoco trust are to be
made In Milwaukee and other points in
Wisconsin. Picdlctloits are made by
some of the Independent operators that
the govornmont Investigators will find
Wisconsin ? fertile Held, Tlio chief
points that will be covered «ro Milwau¬
kee and Edgerton-Mllwauf» q as the field
for manufacture, wholesaling and rotttllr
\t)Bi Edgerton as the seat of tho tobacco·*
jrrowlng Industry,

DEMURRER'OF OFFICERS
, OVERRULED BY JUDGE

NBW YORK, Deo. 24..The demurrer of
JT. A. Rarnuhy, president; J. IVAtkln on,
secretary» fcWI F Q· Dexter, director Of
tho Knickerbocker Steamboat Company,
to nn indictment charging them With a

sho.ro of Iho responsibility |n Ihö. hurulng,
of the excursion steamer" Centra} Slocum,
was overruled to-day by »lltdgo TbonmH,
of tho United Status Circuit Court. The
olllcere demurred to the lhdiottuo»ts on

the ground thut they were not tho owners
of the cruft.

' '

JAPS STORM AND
SEIZE

Forces Besieging Port
Arthur Capture Im¬
portant Position.

TOGO REPORTS
FLEET HAS LEFT

Story of Desperate Assault on

Kewan Ford. Told in Beiatcd
Dispatch.Shots Reach -,¦'·.:.,·?

Savastopol.Sharp,',
Fighting in

North.

tli'y Aanociated Premi,)
TOKIO, Dec. 21..The .Japanese forces

besieging Port Arthur yesterday stormed
and now hold iho heights east of
H'ouyahgshukou.
A dispatch from the Japanese army

.before Port Arthur t-rned midnight say«;
"On Decomber -22, tho Russian defence

work» on the height» cast ot Houyang-
shukou, Sungshu Mountain, Rihlung .Í
Mountain, and t'ho ?' forts were horn-
liardod by the Japiinese with heavy guns'
which iniiicted considerable damage. An
a. result of the bombardment, o. detach¬
ment of tho Japaneflo right wing nt
dawn, December 23, attacked the enemy
on tho heights east of Hpuyangshukou
and captured the ridge and heights at
7:10 in tho. morning. Afterwards the
enemy concentrated'.his flro from several
forts at Tal Yang Kou,.and Yahutsul
upon our newly occupied position fol¬
lowing this with a determined counter
attack during/which hand grenades were
thrown, but bur force finally ropulsed tho
enemy*·. ..Later; ns the 'enemy's-bombard¬
ment abated, wo constructed some de¬
fensive work« so that.our occupation be¬
came more assured. As á result of our
Heavy guns' bombardment during and be¬
fore the attack, th«*ji; fort west'of Tal
Yung Kou was sot on Are. One ililen-
contimeter gun In eaoh of tho forts woe
destroyed. The covers were also con¬
siderably; damaged.
\"According to the statement of prison¬
ers captured at Kekwan Mountain ,De-
coinbor 18 and of: Hussion« who surren¬

dered In tho vlç.nlty at Etso Mountain
Deceinbor: 22, daring the- battle of 203
Metre \Hill, General Kondratenko, cpm-
iViandirij' of tlie Seventh. East Siberian
IUfleiV ü Division, .· p^d >: Oeneiiü*-?;lfrn'*t,n
conimaftdei' of the Fourth Artillery
Brigade, wçre killed and General! Fock;
commanding :tho Fourth East Siberian
Division, was wounded."

'* Fleet Withdraws.
Admiral Togo announces tho withdraw¬

al of the majority of the fleets from
Port Arthur.
Admiral Togo, telegraphing under date

of December 22d, says:
"After 203 Metro· Hill wns occupied, as

the result of a gallant and desperate at¬
tack by tiny besieging army, the bombard¬
ment of tho onemy'B squadron by siege and
other heavy guns became effective. In con¬

sequence, the battleships Poltava and Het-
vlznn were sunk, and, subsequently, thé
battleships Pobleda and Perozviet, tlie¡
.protected cruiser; Pallada and the ar¬

mored eruleer 'Bayan were sunk. The
battleship .Sevastopol 'escaped the land
bombardment, left thè harbor Decem¬
ber Oth, and an oliored near Chontao Moun¬
tain. She was attacked there continu¬
ously by our torpedo boats and heavily
damaged. Tho main strength of tho eno.

my Is completely crushed. Only a. woak
gunboat, the Otvashnl, and several tor¬
pedo boats destroyers remain afloat. Un¬
der the circumstances, our combined fleet
has been removed -as unnecessary from
the blockade of Port Arthur, whloh had
been maintained since May 1st. I have
arranged for a closer watch for ships at¬
tempting to run the; bloekado nnd to
watch tho remnant of the .enemy's squad¬
ron,
"During the blockade, wo suffered from

the enemy's'mines, both load and float¬
ing on tho high seas, and from deni?o
fog.' .Tho cruiser» Mlyako, Salyen and
Yoshino, Hatstisf), battleshtpo: Kulmon
eel, were sunk, and many gallant and loyal
officers and men were killed, but wo sue-

geciied in maintaining the blockiujo, when

(Continued on Second Page.)

SANTA CLAUS HAS CÓME !

OF
Prolonged Absence of James E.

Harrell Leads to Suspicion -;

of Foul Play.

HERTFORD NEGRO SUSPECTED

Young Man Went' Collecting in
Disreputable Part of Town

and Never Returned.

(Special to Tho TJmcs-DlBpatch.)
BUFFODK, VA., Dec. .24..What Is seem¬

ingly another mysterious .murder that

may rival In". Interest tbo Nell Crop-
sey case has occurred tit Hertford, î>*
C, where Jim Wilcox, Nell's, slayer hud
his. second, trial.
.Though James E. Harrell has been

missing since Wednesday night, and some
of his papers, and clothing have been
found,, and, despite the organized efforts
of officers and citizens, the mystery'yet
is unsolved. Police Chief C. F. Sumnnr,
of Hertford, said at 7 o'clock this eve¬
ning that there was no trace of Hur-
roll's body, which la believed to bo
weighted down in the turbid waters of
Porqulman's River, which flows by tuo'
town; ~,
Harrell,. district oollcctor for an Eden-

ton instalment house, arrived at Hart¬
ford Wednesday evening und t°W Land¬
lord' Floyd not to lock. him out, 'f°r' ho
would bo engaged until,.late collecting
In a disreputable part of tho town. Fall¬
ing to return, a search noxt day revealed
articles of clothing and some business
papers. A gentleman who left Hertford
this morning says a negro la suspected
of tho murder, and that conditions aro
rife for a lynching. The same person
said blood, stains haa been seen along
the roadway.
There is nothing In tho financial or

domestlo relaUons of Harrell, who Is a

young married man, to warrant the a<i-

eumptlon- of voluntary dlsàpp-ftirnnce.'
Bloodhounds have been Wired for.

SHIPWRECKED CREW
PURSUED BY SHARKS

Almost Destitute of Provisiono,
Suffering Men Travel Two
Hundred Miles by Oar.

(By Associated Press.)
SAN FRANCISCO, Dop, -Jl..A voyage

of, 200 miles |py oar, almost deaututo of
provisions and water, and pursued by a
hordo of giant sharks that threatened
momentarily day and night to capslaol
the craft ana devour ita oeouponts, ?-?ß
tho experience of Captain Sam. Harris
and four South Sea islanders, who com-

posed the erew of tho Jlttlo trading
sohoonor Vlutpr, wrecked on. Apataki.
i"lnnd Novoipber 30th.
Aputakl Is 200 mllos from Papeete, the

port of Tahiti. i
Thin Is a -talo of the sea brought here

by tho llnor Mariposa, just arrived, whloh
left Papeete.-un the day Captain ?+svrla
and hie men landed tUere, .enmoluted and
nearly oruaed, hut still alive.
When the Victor ended her career by

striking the reef, tho eh.pwrookod crow
barely had tinto to put off In the uoat for
their long voyage made without a com¬

pite». und no sail, with ono day's pro¬
visions on board ¡md half a dozep cocoa-

nuts,
Tho milk from tbe lutter was ull they'

had. to drink during the cloven days jt
tool; 'to reach Papeete.
The passuge was enllved by a constant

combat with tho «harks.
In verification of their story, oars wore

shown splintered and worn, They hud
beeti.used In Spelling the attacks of (lie
ferocious fiah, which gave ¿hem/ no rosr.

The viotoj· was a trndpr tunung the
Friendly and. Society' I»UM»a», ¦¦< '

TAT GOBBLERS FOR
WHITE HOQUE SUFF

President Remembers Employes.
Will Now Take Week's

Rest.
(?????? Our Regular Correspondent.)

WASHINGTON, D. 0. December 21.-
Evory attache of the White House, from
Privato Secretary Loeb ejown, Is thor¬
oughly convlnoed to-day that a bird In
tho hand Is worth two In the bush. Every
one of them, whet lier tho head of a happy
family .or tho celibato denizen of a board¬
ing house, received a turkey from the
Pr-hsldent, as a reminder that the. chief
pxecutlye appreciated faithful service dur¬
ing the past year, and thought tho gift
season Um proper Unit*/to show it.
The president Is going to lako as com¬

plete a holiday for a wcelt us the Ameri¬
can pooplo will allow their chief magis¬
trate, Ho Is golpg to eat his Christmas
dinner with the family to-morrow, after
attending church services, Jio will prob¬
ably take a horseabek ride In tho after¬
noon, and It is his Intention to walk or
drive every day during tho Week, Ho will
«pond Just as little-time In tho executive
offices us possible, anil while tlmru \?!|?
bo ilio usuul cabinet.meetings during tho
week, only tho barest rumino business
will lie considered.
Thoro la no position-in·· the onttro world

whloj. is regarded.aa so oxultod and ho·
worthy the ambition of imni as that of
president of tho UnltDd Stato». It .Is
just pa (run that, there |s not one wlilel,-
oari'lc« wllh It work of such «mei-ous ciér¬
nete»·, Hin« »o muoli of |t, r'..
Tho work of the departments will ,g()

on. next weel; us usual, 'i'lie employés
wero pata o« %M* weok far Ute mouth,

REUNIONOFTiD.C.C.
ON WEDNESDAY NEXT

* Next Wednesday will be
T. D.(C. C. day. Get your
badges',, ready and be certain
not to löse them.

The, second annual reunion
of the club.--will, be held at the
Bijou ^Wednesday -afternoon
ät ;¿:3o o'clock·.and it prom¬
ises to even .sufpais'"- tl?rr big
celebration of ''hstj. Christmas.
The .pretty* .-new. playhouse
will be crowded and.the pro¬
gramme.· will be one of except
tionaf interest, embracing the
best -features of this week's
Bijou bill, some special music
and words of greeting and
cheer to' the boys arid girls by
prominent men.

-The Bijou is fortunate in
having as its opening bill,
"'Running for Office," which
will be presented by those
clever, cjiitcrtai ners, the Four
Cohans. The special features
by these artists will be highly
amusing, Polk Miller and his
quartette will keep the young
folks in fine humor, and Gov¬
ernor Montague, Mayor Mc¬
Carthy and Major James H.
Capers will make short talks.
The medals won in the Christ¬
mas contests will be present
eel,/and some interesting an

nouncements will be made.
Admission will be by mem¬

bership badge. There will be
no tickets. Every boy or girl
showing a badge will be ad
mitted. So have your badges
ready.

NOT IN BANKRUPTCY.

Erroneous Report About the
Ronda Lumber Company.

WINSTON-SALKM. VA., Deo. ¡M..The
report sent out by your correspondent
Inai night that tho Ronda lAimbci· Manu«
faoturlne Company had gono Into volun¬
tary bankruptcy, Is denied to-duy. Tho
report got out through a telegrom re-

oolved hero by a local lawyer, who had
claims for collodion against tho com¬

pany.

several days in advance of tho usual time,
111' order to allow,thum spending money
for Christmas, and tho departments .were
closed at noon to-day. Further tlmn these
thero were no evidences of tho Christmas
season apparent In tho big government
buildings, save that hero and thero subor¬
dinates presented their superiors wlrtt
canes, pipes or punch howls, as tokens
of kindnesses done In Uio past or hopes
ot contsldorntlon In tb" fui uro.

WANT HELP
TO-DAY.

The OS advertisements (or help pub-
U>moil in. today's X'lmos-pUpuwU on

page 13 ore us follow8!
22 SalesmöB, 8 Domestici»,
28 Agente;: i ? Trades.

4 0fïiee,
ThiB not only interests those out of

work, but these desiring to Improve
their positions as woll.

ml

YULE LOG
From·Saiidringham to thé. Hum¬

blest Hut Families Gather
·..¦.' Amid Good Cheer.

.EVEN THE FOG IS WELCOMED

Despite 'Exodus to Country
Streets Thronged With

People.

··' (By Associated Prees.)
LONDON, Dec. 24..The Christmas

spirit was aibroad throughout England] io-
'dáy, notwithstanding the continued heavy
fogs, 'whloh normally act as an extreme
.depressant.* Not-, for years lias London
had such a thorough doso of that pea-
soup atmosphero for which tho metropo¬
lis is famous, but the population, whloh
SrumMed during the week because of

tho Inconveniences attendant .upon weath¬
er conditions, nnd the tradesmen because
of the resultant loss, changed their-moods
to-day, and, accepting the Inevitable, pre¬
pared .tò spend a merry Christmas, oven

welcomitiiï the fog as a guest and friend
of old days,

Ill-all great ;hcmes In England the Yule
log Is burning. From 'Saiidringham to
the humblest residence,· relatives Who
uro^scnttei'cd throughout tho rest of tho
year, nro gathering to spend the-English
Christmas.' It Is estlmalod that a million
and a halt persons poured· out o£ London
to-day.: To .those who witnessed tho tre¬
mendous rushes at·,the railway stations
the wonder was that nny-persons, could
bo loft to people London. But the exodus
.loaves no appreciable "mark In tho streets,
which aro thronged with millions of
Christmas' shoppers and sightseers.

"Most ot the Cabinet oiUcors and diplo¬
mats havo left London. King «Edward
nnd Qiioon Alexandra, with the Immedi¬
ato royal family; uro gathered at Sund-
l'ingham Palace; whoro Christmas was
celebrated In 'the usual manner.

HI CROWD
IM THE

Only the Brave Could
Stand Last Night's

Weather. ·

JUPITER PLUVIUS
REIGNED SUPREME

Throng Thinned Early in the
Night, When Plunging Be-
,cam¿ Necessary.Country
Girl Has Pocket Picked,
Losing Thirty Dollars.
Shopping Not Heavy.

"Rich man, poor man, beggar man,
thief" Is an expression as old as the,seven
hills of this city upon the James,rand It

Just describes, the crowd that thronged
for à time, at least Broad Street on yes¬
terday afternoon and night Thero were

to bo semi there the darlings of society
and "the denizens óí'tho lesa fashionable
but honest' circles., Gentry jostled
gamins and the prude touohed elbowa with,
the worldly wise; Higt» and low, rich
and·' poor all gorged up and down the
Broodwny of Richmond. Each ono In a

holiday mood with caste fo,r the-time
tlirown to the four winds. Upon tho very
atroko of 12 o'clock tho galoty began, with
the noise of horn and bell; of pop-crncker
and toy cannon until the sounywas al-,
most deafening." The. orowd was, sood
naturcd and bont upon enjoyment, making
things merry In spite/of.the dl3tnàl clouds
that hovered overhead.,

. Orily the Merry There.
' There1 wore no signs of mtsory, for mis¬
fortune was kept well out of Might. The
pleasure of the'.montent· reigned brightly
In the hearts of all tho holiday throng
and. the cares of to-morrow were a thou¬
sand ntllos uwn.y. .,',':
If.was' "laugh, with, those 'who laugh."

and tho qtiotaAlbn stopped abruptly then.
Towards nightfall, .rain began to fall, "at
first lightly, but Increasing with the dark¬
ness, until the streets and crossing« wore

thick .-with puddles, and mud was every¬
where.
Old Father Pluvias. stretched out a

damp, wet hand, and-stopped tho fun of
Christmas Eve.,·. '.
-Just at th*i. tlme-^abcut,, S:30 o'clock.
wHetf-merrlment-is nsúalíy at Its best
on' this great carnival, night,: the; street
grow deserted.- and iütó crowd'faded away
until It was no bigger than -on' a Satur-'
day night; A few'bravo: hearts still kept
things moving, like 'the 'old, guard. makr
lng a last stand/but file pop-crackers
sounded few and far 'between, like rifle
shots on abpicket lino; after tho mighty
roar of field artillery, The sounds, of
horn and. bell was even, as a woo small

voice; and thè'sound-of revelry gave way
t otho nervous patter of'tho' fulling,rain;

Frolic. Not Marred.,
No dls.onlef'markedAthe·. frolic of the

carnival; and'there was.seen but ono man.
under' the Influerico of liquor. Ho was'
moro' lUdloròusly' drunkj and called'the
wholo world brotlier.desiring to embrace
all who came lit his path, without heed
to Bckl color, or age. .'
A leutber-lüñgéd Individual, dressed In

the vivid,' .generous chocks, with small,
flat derby .cocked· raklshly over' a pair
,o£ beady, eyes; loudly' cntreatod passers-
by to buy "tho great American gun cane,
made In DalmaUa." Tho mysticism of the
word "Dalmutia" caught the crowd, glad
for a timo perhaps to purchase something
not "mudo Ini Germany," and so the fakir,
gentleman did a Utrl.vlng business.
In another window, between Seventh

and Eighth Streets, a small white woolly,
dog playod with a largo blue and white
ball, ,to the endless pleasure, of all who
passed. There, wore old. white headed
mon a"d "women who laughed as loudly
as the lude and lassies by their side at
the small dog's antic«.

Of Mathematical Mind.
At the corner ot Sevonth and Broad

Streets a crowd of mathcmatla mind gazed
eagorly at a -trifola dlspluyod In a win-
down under cbrllllnnt lights. A sign an¬

nounced that tho wonderful piece oí fur-
nlture was made of 23,800 pieces of wood.

(Continued on Second Pagfl.)

GHILÜ HAS NARROW
ESCARE FROM FLAMES

Midnight Fire Destroys Norfolk
Residence.Rain Stops

Christmas Rush.
(Special to Tho Tlmed-Dln-iatch.)

NORFOLK, VA. Deo.; 81..Fire at mid¬
night destroyed tho residence o£- Oeorgo
H, Cleono. Twenty-fourth Street, and
i«lmost rosulteil In tho cremation of his
Infant child, whloh wns asleep, and was
loft on He hen In tho second floor, when
the flro wns first discovered. Tho qlilld
was'roscued with difficulty, s

Rain to-night marred the usual, Christ¬
mas eve revelry in the down-twon streets
and put a stop to outdoor festivities all.
over tho olty, .

Richmond peareon Hohaou visited Nor¬
folk to«day, and paid a call on somo
fQCinor brother navul offices at the yards.

CAUGHT IN, WATER WHEEL
'AND SEVERELY INJURED

(Spoolal to Tho TJmos-phtpatob,.)
WINCHESTER, VA., Doc. ül.lOlIsha

Chapman, u prominent, fanner and mil¬
ler, lies dangerously ill at his honie'nenr
Cedar Cli'ovo, this eotujty, as thu result
of havlhjy boon caught 1n a water-wheel
yesterday while digging loo away (ròm
tlie water course. Chapman fell Into tho
)vho'|!| and. was hurled around before'the'
floodgate could bo closed. The, uuin'a
'agony was llltejise, und his nppeuls fori
help could ho heard ubovo the noise of
th« rushing waters, lie was finally
returned; taken hgmç and placed, under tl\o
ductor'« care. j

FIFTY THOUSAND POOR
L ET FÜLL MEAL

New York Prepares Great Cele¬
bration for the

Hungry.
NEW YORK, Deo. 31..New York be¬

gan Its Christmas celebration >>io-nlglU,
find various hospitals in tho city had treca
for the children'In their wards. Nurses
and attendants Joined In the singing of
.Ynletldo carole and In providing enter¬
tainment for tho little patients.
For to-morrow and Monday the city

had propared a grand célébration for tho
little ones and for tho hungry in the poor¬
er sections. The Salvation Army will feed
fifty thousand poopjo, and other chari¬
table organisations will -provide for double
this number.

It Is estimated to-night that over 350,000
Christmas treoa have been sold In the
city during the last ten days.
To-morrow t'he prisoners In the Tornii«

will be .bountifully fed on turkey and
chicken and things that help to cheer the
Christmas dinner, Pipes and tobacco
have been provided for tho men, and
some of the missionarlos have provided
little surprises In t'he way of gifts for all
the prisoners,

RUSSIANS TO ABOLISH
PASSPORT SYSTEM

ST. PETERSBURG, Deo. ¡M.~Tho As«(i-
clatotì Prese can announce that Russia
Is on tho evo of abolishing tho passport.
Tho latter has already boon decided in
principle by; the commission which G« in-
\Ti-itlgutIug tho passport question. ? new
law will be promulgated by tho Senate
within sIn weeks as ono of the solid re¬
forms, resulting lu tho administration, p(
Interior Mluleter Bvlatopolkx-Mlreky.

Advent of Christ Child to
Be Commemorated in
Churches To-Day.

GREAT CROWDS IN
SHOPPING DISTRICT

Christmas Eve Characterized
Considerable Din, and More
Than Usual Preparations

for the Day of Days.
General Suspension

of AH Work.

The climax of the. Chrietmaa gift trajr-
Ing 'season was reached yesterday, rnnd
despite unfavorable woath'or, thoueanda

joined In tho grand promenade that made
Broad Street a wonderful sight. A. steady
dripping rain did not deter Ute throng*
hont upon buying some expression of love-
or esteem from making,the .round of the'.«·.'
various atoros und .Inspecting their stooks..".
It. was; tho busiest Christmas eve Iti
many years.on tho streets,, tn the home·.
at ..the railway stations, in. the merket'.'?
places, everywhere.
Hundred« and ovon thousands tí»-« i-

taken advantage of the holiday rate·'t··"'
spend Christmas with filanda'or kin*«·
men .elsewhere,, but- this exodus la more ,¦

than niado up by tho Incoming throng* -¦

of former RIchmonders,.of visitors spend«, ;'.'
ing tho festival with friends in· the olty, :

rind of out-of-town people who are. her«
shopping. To stand and view the pasa- ,";
Ing swarms on tho streets Jii the retali :'
district one might easily; Imagine that
tho entire population of the city,! certain- v

ly the adult population, were on the':
streets.,...·',·. /..-.,·:.-'.

'.· Evidences 'of the nearness of the great
Christian festival\w;cro everywhere visi- ?
bio.- The Christmas spirit was'abroad ·:,
.in the land.·- The small boy and, the .small- ;;
girl; liberated from'school restraints; were;,
making the best, of. tho: opportunity 'to'-
onjoy everything that, tho season rep-'
.'sente ..to the Juvenilo mind. Even their
elders .relaxed /'for. tho .thiio being.-and ?i
all took^ odvántngo' of tho ousponalon'of '

tho·> ordinance against. pop-crackers and ¦"¦-¦'
fireworks, generally. In every quarter of -,

the city the noise, of exploding flrçoraok;_.·¦;.,'
ers and. tho sharp orae.k of cartridges In-;
explosivo .canes resounded ¡and reVarbe»·'; '",
rated. Now and thon: some prodigal lad -,.';
would set off a pacrtc, ?G???-*crackers and '··.
¿reato' a nòloworthy 'dl\'er>.lon-! by tho ·'¦'

continuous racket. !'¦ Horns, of every kind- ,·

.hnd?description and ali ocasional cowbQlJ >·.

adde.ä to tho vChrlst'mas ova: uln.'-'-TUe ,·

explosive 'canes' wore most, -sought, and v

startled the crowds of ladles' as their
sharp report, resounded,,,almost under'-;.1;
foot. Tliero.was a flutter .of'bedraggled,-,.,
skirts and a scurrying away from dan- ·,;
ger or ignition or the moro serious one ,;.
of flying:particles 'of grit. But the.nolso '"¦;
of fireworks did not suffice to diminish
tho growing throngs* Occasionally the
bluish whlto flamo of a Roman candle.:,
ball flashed on tho daylight and sailed
lazily -Into- tho aliv,.· / G ;-

Crowds Increase.
As tho day advanced the orowds on ;.;.

the stroots increased and"the din wáe
accentuated as- hunc-veds, joined. In the
bedlam of noise. Tho .great shops and
factories discharged tholr thousands -'·

early in the day,'and these Mcere almost
¡ill on tho stroots hi tho afternoon,'and. ·.

tho numbers steadily Increased as the
day passed. At 5 o'clock In tho steady, (·.
pelting rain a reporter for The Times-
Dispatch made an estimate of the pasu-
Ing shopping crowds, basing It on th» .·

number passing a given point on.· one ?

aide of Broad Street *n a minute, This
count Indicated, that about seven thou··' 4
sand peoplo passed the corner óf Fifth'·. .

and Broad Streets in an hour. The other ; ,;·,
sido of tho streets was .orowded also,\ :

and estimating tho number passing there.-,'
at 3,000 per hour, tho total number'' pass- '., ·.

tug à given point- In tho. heart of the ...

retail district would closely, approximate "-''

ten thousand tin hour. This number. H
must be remembered, walked hi the rain,
the majority of thorn under umbrellas ..

'or In raincoats, .It wns a wonderful sight
Just to stand and watch'tho umbrella
parade;
In Hie markets tho crowds woro hardly ;

loss groat nt tho busy hours, and many
a turWoy has been slaughtered for the ['$
great annuul feast. Tho venders of,Christ-
mas greenery did a thriving business In
and na'ound tho market Hundreds of per-
sons carried homo wreaths of holly,' cedar,
boxwood or» Immortelles, same with mis¬
tletoe Intertwined with tho holly or cedar.
F/ottcd plants nnd ferns, of tnanv' kinds
ivoro eagerly, bought to brlghtonthe win·
dowa or give a '-breath of springtime to
tlio Interior of tlio' houses, All sorts Of
decorativa materials wero In great de¬
mand during the entire «lay. and, many
an old colored woman, made a snug bit*,, ?

by weaving tho groen foliage Into wreath« ..

and stars, Tho bright red berries of th«
holly, tho blue berries of tho cedar, and
Ilio pearl-like berries of tho mistletoe
greatly enhanced the beauty of, these
decorations.
'In tho .market thero was everything to
Ito desired for the Christmas dinnor, and
thousands wero buying. Qame, »lah and
oysters were as a.buiadaut. as turkey! or
chickons or beef, lamb and pork, and «ill
wero plentiful In tho choicest condition.
Prices on turkeys took·a tumble,;..and ·"

eggs, too, showed a dnwnwnrd tendency ?
as the day advanced, and the WOrbnod
of having stock loft over ann^nled tà
tho doalers, Ordora wero belnir in^n -,

ns fast as the force of salesmen cou'rt
wait upon the throngs of prosp«jtíJve

buyers, ^^«->vii
Quiet at Last,

The noise and eonfus'on uraoHqaliy
closed at mldnlirht. the «rent onen ilonra
of tha btores wore shut, the Ill/hi« low¬
ered, and the weiry s-ilesnli'ls imr| men

hurried homeward with the late shop·,
pers. nil laden w'th liundlea too lateiy
aoftulred to he delivered fur the day,.·
Under the terms of tlu. ordinance aus-

QUICK WORK.
On November 28th the Kloctrln tight Plait

at Turboro, N, (.!., wi» burned íq the *r"ijpJ.
'i'bo gent'ratnr*, -one'of ISO ?. ?'. ?µ?<1 on -it
5 It I*., and «ill lustrum«. ivM wore dattroyvl.
Osi Dvcnmbfr lut <·?????-.?«!? wiu let to Vf. H.
.Icuks. Hi« well Known electrlcul oonlractor of
this city. uinli-v ¡? {orioli, Of %:¡ per ilay t«·
iiive « i-unvut .ni In ion day«. On ihy iiliihc
of Ih» lOtll «luv llurtts woi·..· lurnod fill W'ltl'«· OH»
ronskleiti tliut one of «he IaiB«>t eliictrii»t
uirtiiufactuivr.i of th» country ??a.?,?«-«1 »Ix It»***/.
to »to then» ro|)Airs, It «f-eak.·» volunus» tar
Mr. Jenk». who ha* a «nut-orn rtp»lr «hop fot
inuklug alt ri'i-itins to tüoaUio^i·tvfimm efl
.vwy «Ueçrlpiteo.


